
PPG Meeting Minutes 
PPG Meeting 

02
nd

 December 2020 1230hrs Video meeting 

 
Minute taker 

Peter Chapman 

Attendees 

Dr M Jarvis (Senior Partner)(MJ), Mark Pilling (Practice Manager)(MP), Linda Johnson 
(Office Manager)(LJ), Peter Chapman (Ashwell)(PC), Detlev Popp (Guilden 
Morden)(DP), Harry King (Hinxworth)(HK), Andrea Rowland (Steeple Morden)(AR), Mike 
Perch (Ashwell)(MPe) 

Apologies Tessa Cathcart (Bassingbourn)(TC) 

Guests Graham Lee (Ashwell Parish Council)  

Practice Report 

Dr Jarvis/Mark 
Pilling 

 

Discussion 

Welcome to Wendy Kitchener who has joined the committee representing Edworth.  A 
dialogue has recently been established between Ashwell Surgery and the Pari sh 
Council, Graham Lee Ashwell Parish Councilor is in attendance. 
Practice is fully staffed. 

 

Conclusions  

 

 

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

   

   

Flu Vaccination Programme 

Dr Jarvis  

Discussion 

Dr Jarvis reported that phase 1 dealing with the over 65s had gone well with only a few 
left to do. Phase 2 concerning the under 65s with risks was also well underway. This 
year, given the Covid crisis, the government is offering the flu vaccination to the 50 – 64 
age group. 
 

Dr Jarvis pointed out that these patients often had less flexibility about attending because of work 
commitments but despite this he felt that the programme was going well. He stressed the importanc e of 
vaccinating as many as possible as we are facing a challenging winter because of Covid. He expressed his 
thanks to Linda for her role in coordinating the sessions.  

 
 

Conclusions  

 

 

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

   

   



PPG Meeting Minutes 
Arrangements for Covid vaccinations 

Dr Jarvis  

Discussion 

Dr Jarvis explained that practices were still awaiting details of how the vaccination 
programme would be organised. The Pfizer vaccine (first to be approved by regulators) 
comes with storage constraints, needing to be kept at -70. This means that PCNs 
(Primary Care Networks) which group neighboring practices will open area centers. We 
join forces with Baldock and Letchworth to form the Icknield PCN. The venue has yet to 
be identified. Dr Jarvis said it was probable that the majority of the population would be 
given the Oxford vaccine (currently with the regulator) because the government has 
ordered far more of this and storage is much less of a problem. He could not say at this 
stage where the vaccinations would take place. However, the experience of 
administering the extended flu programme stands us in good stead if we are to do it at 
our surgeries. Patients will be notified about when to attend. The point was made about 
the importance of keeping patients informed on a regular basis about local 
arrangements. It was recognised that having enough vaccinators would be an issue but 
there is no detail about this as yet.  
 

Conclusions  

 

 

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

   

   

What impact will the Covid vaccinations have on the usual service? 

Dr Jarvis  

Discussion 

Dr Jarvis explained that the government was insistent that normal service should 
continue whilst expecting clinicians to deliver the vaccination programme. How they can 
be in two places at once is a conundrum. Pressure is also coming from hospitals who 
are referring back to surgeries cases they would normally deal with to alleviate demand 
in their sector. So, although our doctors and nurses will do their best to manage 
competing demands it will be challenging and patients will need to be understanding if 
they experience delays. 
There was a discussion about long-distance consultations by phone or video. The 
advantage of these is that they can be more convenient for patients and they keep them 
and the surgery freer from potential infection. That said, face -to-face appointments are 
happening where deemed appropriate.  
 

Conclusions  

 

 

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

   

   

Communications 

Peter Chapman  

Discussion 

It was noted that we are placing regular health promotion articles in our 5 village 
magazines. Wendy is sending our minutes to Hinxworth Village Voice. Peter reported 
that the editor of Ashwell News had agreed to publish a digest of our minutes. Graham 
said that Ashwell Parish Council would include this in its newsletter. Linda offered to 
send it to Bassingbourn Village Voice. 
 

Conclusions  
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Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

   

   

Recognition 

Peter Chapman  

Discussion 

The committee recognised the strains our surgery was operating under and that 
pressure was likely to increase in the short term. Our surgery team was thanked for 
their efforts. 
 

Conclusions  

 

 

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

   

   

AOB 

Peter Chapman  

Discussion None 

 

Conclusions  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

   

   

Next Meeting 

  

Date 10
th

 Feb 2021 

We are missing a patient representative for Newnham, please contact the PPG (email below) or ask at 
reception. 

 
Patients can raise items for discussion by speaking to one of the PPG members or emailing Peter 
Chapman on peterchapman70@yahoo.co.uk. 
 
 

mailto:peterchapman70@yahoo.co.uk

